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Abstract of the contribution: Update of the terminology for the AMF maintaining the UE CM state and RM state
1
Discussion

The UE is only aware of its own RM and CM state, but the AMF maintains the RM and CM state for multiple UEs, so we have started using terminology that refers to UE state in the AMF. However, this notation is not followed systematically, and it does not distinguish between the RM state and the CM state. 

It is proposed to use the following terminology to remove this ambiguity:

· (in RM section) "AMF state" -> "UE RM state in the AMF" or "RM-xxx state for the UE"

· (in CM section) "AMF state" -> "UE CM state in the AMF" or "CM-xxx state for the UE"

· "For a UE in CM-CONNECTED state, the AMF…" -> no change.
· Further update to MICO
2
Proposal

It is proposed to make the following updates to 3GPP TS 23.501.
-----------------------------FIRST CHANGE-------------------------------------
5.3.2.2.2
RM-DEREGISTERED state

In the RM‑DEREGISTERED state, the UE is not registered with the network. The UE context in AMF holds no valid location or routing information for the UE so the UE is not reachable by the AMF. However, some parts of UE context may still be stored in the UE and the AMF e.g. to avoid running an authentication procedure during every Registration procedure.

In the RM-DEREGISTERED state, the UE shall:

-
attempt to register with the selected PLMN using the initial registration procedure if it needs to receive service that requires registration (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.2.2).

-
remain in RM-DEREGISTERED state if receiving a Registration Reject upon initial registration (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.2.2).

-
enter RM-REGISTERED state upon receiving a Registration Accept (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.2.2).

When the UE RM state in the AMF is RM-DEREGISTERED, the AMF shall:

-
when applicable, accept the initial registration of a UE by sending a Registration Accept to this UE and enter RM-REGISTERED state for the UE (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.2.2); or

-
when applicable, reject the initial registration of a UE by sending a Registration Reject to this UE (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.2.2).

5.3.2.2.3
RM-REGISTERED state

In the RM‑REGISTERED state, the UE is registered with the network. In the RM-REGISTERED state, the UE can receive services that require registration with the network.

In the RM-REGISTERED state, the UE shall:

-
perform mobility Registration Update procedure if the current TAI of the serving cell (see TS 37.nnn) is not in the list of TAIs that the UE has received from the network in order to maintain the registration and enable the AMF to page the UE;

-
perform periodic Registration Update procedure triggered by expiration of the periodic update timer to notify the network that the UE is still active.

-
perform a Registration Update procedure to update its capability information or to re-negotiate protocol parameters with the network;

-
perform Deregistration procedure (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.2.3.1), and enter RM-DEREGISTERED state, when the UE needs to be no longer registered with the PLMN. The UE may decide to deregister from the network at any time.

-
enter RM-DEREGISTERED state when receiving a Registration Reject message or a Deregistration message. The actions of the UE depend upon the 'cause value' in the Registration Reject message. See TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.2.

When the UE RM state in the AMF is RM-REGISTERED, the AMF shall:

-
perform Deregistration procedure (see TS 23.502 [3] clauses 4.2.2.3.2, 4.2.2.3.3), and enter RM-DEREGISTERED state for the UE, when the UE needs to be no longer registered with the PLMN. The network may decide to deregister the UE at any time;

-
perform Implicit Deregistration at any time after the Implicit Deregistration timer expires. The AMF shall enter RM-DEREGISTERED state for the UE after Implicit Deregistration;

-
when applicable, accept or reject Registration Updates or Service Requests from the UE. The AMF may reject a UE registration upon rejecting a Registration Update from the UE;
5.4.4.1
UE radio capability information storage in the AMF

The UE Radio Capability information contains information on RATs that the UE supports (e.g. power class, frequency bands, etc). Consequently, this information can be sufficiently large that it is undesirable to send it across the radio interface at every transition of UE CM state in the AMF from CM‑IDLE to CM‑CONNECTED. To avoid this radio overhead, the AMF shall store the UE Capability information during CM‑IDLE state for the UE and RM-REGISTERED state for the UE and the AMF shall if it is available, send its most up to date UE Radio Capability information to the RAN in the N2 REQUEST message.

The AMF deletes the UE radio capability when the UE RM state in the AMF transitions to RM-DEREGISTERED.

The UE Radio Capability is maintained in the core network, even during AMF reselection.

The RAN stores the UE Radio Capability information, received in the N2 message or obtained from the UE, for the duration of the UE staying in RRC connected or RRC Inactive state.

5.5.1
Registration Management

The UE shall enter RM-DEREGISTERED state and the AMF shall enter RM-DEREGISTERED state for the UE on non-3GPP access as follows:

-
at the UE and at the AMF, after performing an explicit Deregistration procedure;

-
at the AMF, after the network non-3GPP Implicit Deregistration timer has expired. 
-
at the UE, after the UE non-3GPP Deregistration timer has expired.

NOTE:
This is assumed to leave sufficient time to allow the UE to re-activate UP connections for the established PDU sessions over 3GPP or non-3GPP access.

Whenever a UE enters CM-IDLE state for the non-3GPP access, it starts the UE non-3GPP deregistration timer according to the value received from the AMF during a registration procedure.

Over non-3GPP access, the AMF runs a non-3GPP Implicit Deregistration timer. The timer is started whenever the CM state for the UE changes to CM-IDLE over non-3GPP access, with a value longer than the UE's non-3GPP deregistration timer.
For an UE that is registered over Non-3GPP access, a change of the point of attachment (e.g. change of WLAN AP) shall not lead the UE to perform a registration update procedure.

A UE shall not provide 3GPP-specific parameters (e.g. indicate a preference for MICO mode) during registration over a non-3GPP access.
5.16.4.4
Reachability Management for UE in CM-IDLE state

An emergency registered UE when its periodic registration update timer expires shall not initiate a periodic registration update procedure but enter RM-DEREGISTERED state. For emergency registered UEs, the AMF runs a mobile reachable timer with a similar value to the UE's periodic registration update timer. After expiry of this timer the AMF may change the UE RM state in the AMF of an emergency registered UE to RM-DEREGISTERED. The AMF assigns the periodic registration update timer value to emergency registered UE. This timer keeps the UE emergency registered after change to CM-IDLE state to allow for a subsequent emergency service without a need for emergency registration again.
-----------------------------SECOND CHANGE-------------------------------------
5.3.3.2.2
CM-IDLE state

A UE in CM-IDLE state is in RM-REGISTERED state and has no NAS signalling connection established with the AMF over N1. The UE performs cell selection, cell reselection and PLMN selection.

There are no AN signalling connection, N2 connection and N3 connections for the UE in the CM-IDLE state.

In the CM-IDLE state, the UE shall, unless otherwise specified in clause 5.3.4.1:

-
Respond to paging by performing a service request procedure (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.3.2), unless the UE is in MICO mode (see clause 5.4.1.3);

-
perform a service request procedure when the UE has uplink signalling or user data to be sent (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.3.2), if the uplink user data to be sent does not correspond to a PDU session for a LADN or the uplink user data to be sent corresponds to a PDU session for a LADN and the UE is inside the area of availability of the LADN.

-
enter CM-CONNECTED state whenever an AN signalling connection is established between the UE and the AN (entering RRC Connected state over 3GPP access, or at the establishment of the UE-N3IWF connectivity over non-3GPP access). The transmission of an Initial NAS message (Registration Request, Service Request or Deregistration Request) initiates the transition from CM-IDLE to CM-CONNECTED state.

When the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE, the AMF shall:

-
perform a network triggered service request procedure when it has signalling or mobile-terminated data to be sent to this UE, by sending a Paging Request to this UE (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.3.3), if a UE is not prevented from responding e.g. due to MICO mode or Mobility Restrictions.

-
enter CM-CONNECTED state for the UE whenever an N2 connection is established for this UE between the AN and the AMF.

The UE and the AMF may optimize the power efficiency and signalling efficiency of the UE when in CM-IDLE state e.g. by activating MICO mode (see clause 5.4.1.3).
5.3.3.2.3
CM-CONNECTED state

A UE in CM-CONNECTED state has a NAS signalling connection with the AMF over N1. A NAS signalling connection uses an RRC connection between the UE and the NG-RAN and an N2AP UE association between the AN and the AMF for 3GPP access. A UE can be in CM-CONNECTED state without an N2AP UE association between the AN and the AMF. Upon completion of a NAS signalling procedure, the AMF may decide to release the NAS signalling connection with the UE.
In the CM-CONNECTED state, the UE shall:

-
enter CM-IDLE state whenever the AN signalling connection is released (entering RRC Idle state over 3GPP access or when the release of the UE-N3IWF connectivity over non-3GPP access is detected by the UE), see TS 38.331 [28] for 3GPP access.

When the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-CONNECTED, the AMF shall:

-
enter CM-IDLE state for the UE whenever the logical N2-AP signalling connection and the N3 user plane connection for this UE are released upon completion of the UE context release in the AN procedure as specified in TS 23.502.

The AMF may keep a UE CM state in the AMF in CM-CONNECTED state until the UE de-registers from the core network. See clause 5.21.1.2 for details on the state of N2AP UE association for an UE in CM-CONNECTED state.
A UE in CM-CONNECTED state can be in RRC Inactive state, see TS 38.300 [27]. When the UE is in RRC Inactive state the following applies:

-
UE reachability is managed by the RAN, with assistance information from core network;
-
UE paging is managed by the RAN.

-
UE monitors for paging with UE's CN (5G S-TMSI) and RAN identifier.
The 5GC network is not aware of the UE transitions between CM-CONNECTED with RRC Connected and CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state.

Editor's note:
It is FFS if CN needs to receive notifications from RAN that may be related to RRC state transitions (e.g. related to location accuracy, reachability, etc.). The need for such notifications is to be discussed on case by case basis.
5.3.3.2.4
5GS Connection Management State models
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Figure 5.3.3.2.4-1: CM state transition in UE
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Figure 5.3.3.2.4-2: CM state transition in AMF

When a UE enters CM-IDLE state, the UP connection of the PDU sessions that were active on this access are deactivated.

NOTE:
The activation of UP connection of PDU sessions is documented in clause 5.6.8.

5.3.3.2.5
CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state

RRC Inactive state applies to NG-RAN (i.e. it applies to NR and E-UTRA connected to 5G CN).

The AMF, based on network configuration may provide assistance information to the NG RAN, to assist the NG RAN's decision whether the UE can be sent to RRC Inactive state.

Editor's note:
It is FFS if the UE provides indication of support for RRC inactive state on NAS or AS layer.

The "RRC Inactive assistance information" includes:

-
UE specific DRX values.

-
the Registration Area provided to the UE;
-
Periodic Registration Update timer

-
If the AMF has enabled MICO mode for the UE, an indication that the UE is in MICO mode.
The RRC Inactive assistance information mentioned above is provided by the AMF during N2 activation with the (new) serving NG RAN node (i.e. during Registration, service request, handover) to assist the NG RAN's decision whether the UE can be sent to RRC Inactive state. RRC Inactive is part of RRC state machine, and it is up to the RAN to determine the conditions to enter RRC Inactive state. If any of the parameters included in the RRC Inactive Assistance Information changes as the result of NAS procedure, the AMF shall update the RRC Inactive Assistance Information to the NG RAN node.
When the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state, if the AMF has provided RRC Inactive assistance information, the RAN node may decide to move a UE to CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state.
The state of the N2 and N3 reference points are not changed by the UE entering CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state. A UE in RRC inactive state is aware of the RAN Notification area.
The 5GC network is not aware of the UE transitions between CM-CONNECTED with RRC Connected and CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state.
Editor's note:
It is FFS if CN needs to receive notifications from RAN that may be related to RRC state transitions (e.g. related to location accuracy, reachability, etc.). The need for such notifications is to be discussed on case by case basis.

At transition into CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state, the UE applies with a periodic RAN Notification Area Update and the timer is restarted in the UE and in the RAN as defined in TS 38.300 [27].
When assigning the Periodic RAN Notification Area Update timer, the NG RAN shall take into account the value of the Periodic Registration Update timer value indicated in the RRC Inactive Assistance Information.
If the periodic RAN Notification Area Update timer expires in RAN, the RAN shall start an RRC release timer. If the RRC release timer expires, the RAN shall initiate UE context release in the AN procedure as specified in TS 23.502 [3].

When the UE is in CM- CONNECTED with RRC inactive state, the UE is expected to perform PLMN selection procedures as defined in TS 23.122 [17] for CM-IDLE.

Editor's note:
CT1 will confirm the requirement and details of PLMN selection in RRC-INACTIVE state.
When the UE is CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state, the UE may resume the RRC connection due to:

-
Uplink data pending;

-
Mobile initiated NAS signalling procedure;

-
As a response to RAN paging;

-
Notifying the network that it has left the RAN Notification area;

-
Upon periodic RAN update timer expiration.

If the UE resumes the connection in a different NG RAN node within the same PLMN, the UE AS context is retrieved from the old NG RAN node and a procedure is triggered towards the CN (see TS 23.502 [3]).
If the RAN paging procedure is not successful in establishing contact with the UE the procedure shall be handled by the network as follows:

-
If NG RAN has a pending NAS PDU for transmission, the RAN node shall initiate the UE context release in the AN procedure (see TS 23.502 [3]) to move the UE CM state in the AMF to CM-IDLE state and indicate to the AMF the NAS non-delivery.
-
If NG RAN has only pending user plane data for transmission, the NG RAN node may keep the N2 connection active or initiate the UE context release in the AN procedure (see TS 23.502 [3]) based on local configuration in NG RAN.
Editor's note:
Whether the definition of how the RAN paging procedure will be determined as not successful will be left up to RAN implementation or will be specified is FFS by RAN WGs.

Editor's note:
Whether and how access control/barring applies for UE in CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state is FFS.

If a UE is in CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state performs cell selection to GERAN/UTRAN/EPS, it shall follow idle mode procedures.

Editor's note:
The handling of mobility from NR to E-UTRAN connected in EPC, in RRC Inactive state in RAN is FFS.

In addition, a UE in CM-CONNECTED state with RRC Inactive state shall enter CM-IDLE mode and follow relevant NAS procedure in the following cases:

-
If RRC resume procedure fails,

If the UE receives Core Network paging,

-
If the periodic RAN Notification Area Update timer expires and the UE cannot successfully resume the RRC connection.
-
in any other failure scenario that cannot be resolved in RRC Inactive mode and requires the UE to move to CM-IDLE mode.

When UE is in CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state, if RAN has received Location Reporting Control message from AMF with the reporting type indicating single stand-alone report, the RAN shall perform RAN paging before reporting the location to AMF.

When UE is in CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive state, if RAN has received Location Reporting Control message from AMF with the reporting type indicating continuously reporting whenever the UE changes cell, the RAN shall send a Location Report message to AMF including UE's last known location with time stamp.
5.4.1.1
General

Reachability management is responsible for detecting whether the UE is reachable and providing UE location (i.e. access node) for the network to reach the UE. This is done by paging UE and UE location tracking. The UE location tracking includes both UE registration area tracking (i.e., UE registration area update) and UE reachability tracking ((i.e. UE periodic registration area update)). Such functionalities can be either located at 5GC (in case of CM-IDLE state) or NG-RAN (in case of CM-CONNECTED state).

The UE and the AMF negotiate UE reachability characteristics in CM-IDLE state during registration and registration update procedures.

Two UE reachability categories are negotiated between UE and AMF forCM-IDLE state:

1.
UE reachability allowing Mobile Terminated data while the UE is CM-IDLE mode.

-
The UE location is known by the network on a Tracking Area List granularity

-
Paging procedures apply to this category.

-
Mobile originating and mobile terminated data apply in this category for both CM-CONNECTED and CM-IDLE mode.

2.
Mobile Initiated Connection Only (MICO) mode:

-
Mobile originated data applies in this category for both CM-CONNECTED and CM-IDLE mode.

-
Mobile terminated data is only supported when the UE is in CM-CONNECTED mode.

Whenever a UE enters CM-IDLE state, it starts a periodic registration timer according to the periodic registration timer value received from the AMF during a registration procedure.

The AMF allocates a periodic registration timer value to the UE based on local policies, subscription information and information provided by the UE. After the expiry of the periodic registration timer, the UE shall perform a periodic registration. If the UE moves out of network coverage when its periodic registration timer expires, the UE shall perform a registration update when it next returns to the coverage.
The AMF runs a Mobile Reachable timer for the UE. The timer is started with a value longer than the UE's periodic registration timer whenever the CM state for the UE changes to CM-IDLE. The AMF stops the Mobile Reachable timer, if the UE CM state in the AMF moves to CM-CONNECTED state. If the Mobile Reachable timer expires, the AMF determines that the UE is not reachable.
However, the AMF does not know for how long the UE remains not reachable, thus the AMF shall not immediately de-register the UE. Instead, after the expiry of the Mobile Reachable timer, the AMF should clear the PPF flag and shall start an Implicit De-registration timer, with a relatively large value. The AMF shall stop the Implicit Deregistration timer and set the PPF flag if the AMF moves the UE CM state in the AMF to CM-CONNECTED state.
NOTE:
If the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE, then AMF considers the UE always unreachable if the UE is in MICO mode (refer to clause 5.4.1.3).

If the PPF is not set, the AMF does not page the UE and shall reject any request for delivering DL signalling or data to this UE.

If the Implicit De-registration timer expires before the UE contacts the network, the AMF implicitly de-register the UE.
As part of deregistration for a particular access (3GPP or non-3GPP), the AMF shall request the UE's related SMF to release the PDU sessions established on that access.

5.4.1.2
UE reachability allowing mobile terminated data while the UE is CM-IDLE

5.4.1.2.1
General characteristics

A UE is reachable by CN paging in CM-IDLE state unless the UE applies MICO mode.

5.4.1.3
Mobile Initiated Connection Only (MICO) mode

A UE may indicate preference for MICO mode during initial registration or registration update. The AMF, based on local configuration, communication pattern if available, UE indicated preferences, UE subscription information and network policies, or any combination of them, determines whether MICO mode is allowed for the UE and indicates it to the UE during Registration procedure.

The UE and core network re-initiates or exits the MICO mode at subsequent registration signalling. If MICO mode is not indicated explicitly in Registration procedure and registration procedure is successful, then both the UE and the AMF shall not use the MICO mode i.e. the UE behaves as a normal UE and the network treats the UE as a normal UE.

The AMF assigns a registration area to the UE during the registration procedure. When the AMF indicates MICO mode to a UE, the registration area is not constrained by paging area size. If the AMF serving area is the whole PLMN, based on local policy, and subscription information, may decide to provide an "all PLMN" registration area to the UE. In that case, re-registration to the same PLMN due to mobility does not apply.

If mobility restrictions are applied to a UE in MICO mode, the AMF needs to allocate an allowed area/non-allowed area to the UE as specified in clause 5.3.4.1.
When the AMF indicates MICO mode to a UE, the AMF considers the UE always unreachable while the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE. The AMF rejects any request for downlink data delivery for UE in MICO mode and whose UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE with an appropriate cause. The AMF also defers downlink transport over NAS for SMS, location services, etc. The UE in MICO mode is only reachable for mobile terminated data or signalling when the UE is in CM-CONNECTED.

A UE in MICO mode need not listen to paging while in CM-IDLE. A UE in MICO mode may stop any access stratum procedures in CM-IDLE, until the UE initiates transition from CM-IDLE to CM-CONNECTED due to one of the following triggers:

-
A change in the UE (e.g. change in configuration) requires an update its registration with the network.

-
Periodic registration timer expires.

-
MO data pending.

-
MO signalling pending (e.g. SM procedure initiated).

If a registration area that is not the "all PLMN" registration area is allocated to a UE in MICO mode, then the UE determines if it is within the registration area or not when it has MO data or MO signalling.

5.6.8
Selective activation of UP connection of existing PDU session

This clause applies to the case when a UE has multiple established PDU sessions. The activation of UP connection of existing PDU session causes UE-CN User Plane connection (i.e. data radio bearer and N3 tunnel) for the PDU session to be activated.
For the UE in the CM-IDLE state in 3GPP access, either UE or network-triggered Service Request procedure may support independent activation of UP connection of existing PDU session. For the UE in the CM-IDLE state in non-3GPP access, UE-triggered Service Request procedure allows the re-activation of UP connection of existing PDU sessions, but the re-activation only applies for all non-3GPP associated PDU sessions.

A UE in the CM-CONNECTED state invokes a Service Request (see TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.2.3.3) procedure to request the independent activation of the UP connection of existing PDU sessions.

Network-triggered re-activation of UP connection of existing PDU sessions is handled as follows:

-
If the UE CM state in the AMF is already CM-CONNECTED on the access (3GPP, non-3GPP) associated to the PDU session in the SMF, the network may re-activate the UP connection of a PDU session using a Network Initiated Service Request procedure.
Otherwise:
-
If the UE is registered in both 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses and the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE in non-3GPP access, the UE can be paged or notified through the 3GPP access for a PDU session associated in the SMF (i.e. last routed) to the 3GPP access or to the non-3GPP access:
-
If the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE in 3GPP access, the paging message may include the access associated to the PDU session in the SMF. The UE, upon reception of the paging message, shall reply to the 5GC via the 3GPP access using the NAS Service Request message, which shall contain the list of PDU sessions associated with the received access whose UP connections can be re-activated over 3GPP (i.e. does not contain the PDU sessions whose UP connections cannot be re-activated on 3GPP based on UE policies). If the PDU session for which the UE has been paged is in the list of the PDU sessions provided in the NAS Service Request, the 5GC shall re-activate the PDU session UP connection over 3GPP access;

-
If the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-CONNECTED in 3GPP access, the notification message may include the PDU session ID. The UE, upon reception of the notification message, shall reply to the 5GC via the 3GPP access using the NAS Service Request message, which shall contain an indication on whether the PDU session UP connection can be re-activated over 3GPP.

NOTE:
A UE that is in a coverage of a non-3GPP access and has PDU Session(s) that are associated in the UE (i.e. last routed) to non-3GPP access, is assumed to attempt to connect to it without the need to be paged.
-
If the UE is registered in both 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses served by the same AMF and the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE in 3GPP access and is in CM-CONNECTED in non 3GPP access, the UE can be notified through the non-3GPP for a PDU session associated in the SMF (i.e. last routed) to the 3GPP access. The notification message includes the PDU session ID. Upon reception of the notification message, when 3GPP access is available, the UE shall reply to the 5GC via the 3GPP access using the NAS Service Request message.
The deactivation of UP connection of existing PDU session causes UE-CN User Plane connection (i.e. data radio bearer and N3 tunnel) for the PDU session to be deactivated. The UP connection of different PDU sessions can be deactivated independently.
5.15.5.2.2
Modification of the Set of Network Slice(s) for a UE

The set of Network Slices for a UE can be changed at any time while the UE is registered with a network, and may be initiated by the network, or the UE under certain conditions as described below.
NOTE:
In this release of the specification it is assumed that the registration area allocated by the AMF to the UE shall have homogeneous support for network slices.
The network, based on local policies, subscription changes and/or UE mobility, operational reasons (e.g. a Network Slice instance is no longer available), may change the set of Network Slice(s) to which the UE is registered and provides the UE new Allowed NSSAI. The network may perform such change during a Registration procedure or trigger a notification towards the UE of the change of the Network Slices using a Generic UE Configuration Update procedure as specified in TS 23.502 [3], clause 4.2.4. The new Allowed NSSAI is determined as described in clause 5.15.5.2.1 (an AMF Relocation may be needed). The AMF provides the UE with the new Allowed NSSAI and TAI list, and:
-
If the changes to the Allowed NSSAI do not require the UE to perform a registration procedure,
-
The AMF indicates that acknowledgement is required, but does not indicate the need to perform a registration procedure.
-
The UE responds with a UE configuration update complete message for the acknowledgement.

-
If the changes to the Allowed NSSAI require the UE to perform a registration procedure (e.g. the new S-NSSAIs require a separate AMF that cannot be determined by the current serving AMF),

-
The serving AMF indicates to the UE that current 5G-GUTI is invalid and the need for the UE to perform a registration procedure after entering CM-IDLE state. The AMF shall release the NAS signalling connection to the UE to allow to enter CM-IDLE based on local policies (e.g. immediately or delayed release).

-
The UE initiates a registration procedure after the UE enters CM-IDLE state. The UE shall include SUPI and new Allowed NSSAI in the registration in this case.
When a Network Slice used for a one or multiple PDU Sessions becomes no longer available for a UE, in addition to sending the new Allowed NSSAI to the UE, the following applies:
-
In the network, if the Network Slice becomes no longer available under the same AMF (e.g. due to UE subscription change), the AMF indicates to the SMF(s) corresponding to the relevant S-NSSAI to autonomously release the UE's SM context
-
In the network, if the Network Slice becomes no longer available with AMF relocation (e.g. due to Registration Area change), the new AMF indicates to the old AMF that the PDU Session(s) associated with the relevant S-NSSAI shall be released. The old AMF informs the corresponding SMF(s) to autonomously release the UE's SM context.
-
In the UE, the PDU session(s) context is implicitly released after receiving the Allowed NSSAI in the Registration Accept message.
The UE uses UE Configuration (e.g. NSSP) to determine whether ongoing traffic can be routed over existing PDU sessions belonging to other Network Slices or establish new PDU session(s) associated with same/other Network Slice.

In order to change the set of S-NSSAIs being used, the UE shall initiate a Registration procedure as specified in clause 5.15.5.2.1.1.

Change of set of S-NSSAIs to which the UE is registered (whether UE or Network initiated) may lead to AMF change subject to operator policy, as described in clause 5.15.5.2.1.

Editor's note:
The condition under which the UE is able to request the change of the Network Slices, and what it is able to request, are FFS.

5.15.7
Network slicing and Interworking with EPS

A 5GC which supports Network Slicing might need to interwork with the EPS in its PLMN or in other PLMNs, and the EPC may support the Dedicated Core Networks (DCN) in which MME selection may be assisted by a DCN-ID provided by the UE to the RAN (see TS 23.401 [x]). 

If the UE is in ECM-IDLE or CM-IDLE state, mobility triggers a TAU (or Attach, if it is the first mobility event in the target system) in EPS and a Registration procedure in 5GS. These procedures are sufficient to place the UE in the right DCN or (setf of) Network Slice(s).
Editor's note:
Relocation of PDU session(s)/EPS bearer(s) and the UE context between the EPC supporting DCN and the 5GS (and vice versa) is FFS.

For Connected mode mobility/interworking 5GC to EPC and vice versa:

When a UE CM state in the AMF is CM-CONNECTED in 5GC and a handover to EPS occur, the AMF selects the target MME and forwards the UE context to the selected MME over the N26 Interface. The handover procedure is executed as documented in TS 23.502 [3]. When the Handover completes the UE performs a Tracking Area Update. This completes the UE registration in the target EPS and as part of this the UE obtains a DCN-ID if the target EPS uses it.

Editor's note: It is FFS how an AMF selects the target MME in case of a UE handover from 5GC to EPC supporting DCN.

The handover between 5GC to EPC does not guarantee all active PDU session(s) of slice(s) can be transferred to the EPC, thus some PDU session(s) may be dropped.

When a UE is ECM-CONNECTED in EPC, and performs a handover to 5GS, the MME selects the target AMF based on any available local information (including the UE Usage Type if one is available for the UE in the subscription data) and forwards the UE context to the selected AMF over the N26 interface. The handover procedure is executed as documented in TS 23.502 [3]. When the Handover completes the UE performs a Registration procedure. This completes the UE registration in the target 5GS and as part of this the UE obtains an Allowed NSSAI.

Editor's note:
Interworking with (e)DECOR-enabled EPC networks without N26 is FFS when slicing is supported.

Editor's note:
Whether there is a limitation to the number of Slices supported per UE when interworking with EPS is supported is FFS
5.23
Supporting for Asynchronous Type Communication 
Asynchronous type communication (ATC) enables 5GC to delay synchronizing UE context with the UE, so as to achieve an efficient signalling overhead and increase system capacity.

5GC supports asynchronous type communication with the following functionality:

-
Capability to store the UE context based on the received message, and synchronize the UE context with the involved network functions or UE later;
For network function (e.g. PCF, UDM, etc.) triggered signalling procedure (e.g. network triggered service request procedure, network triggered PDU session modification procedure, etc.), if the UE CM state in the AMF is CM-IDLE state, the AMF updates and stores the UE context based on the received message without paging UE immediately. When the UE CM state in the AMF enters CM-CONNECTED state, the AMF forwards N1 and N2 message to synchronize the UE context with the (R)AN and/or the UE.
-----------------------------END OF CHANGES-------------------------------------
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